
Academic Counseling Session for
New Undergraduate Students

Prof. K. H. Chu, Director
School of Life Sciences

21 August 2012

Academic Counseling Session for
New Undergraduate Students

Prof. K. H. Chu, Director
School of Life Sciences

21 August 2012



• Comprehensive research university 

• Founded in 1963

• 20,324 students (12,007 undergraduates, 
8317 postgraduates), over 134,500 alumni

• Over 2,200 teaching and research staff

• 60 major UG programmes

• 36 doctoral, 160 master’s, 36 MPhil-PhD programmes









Simon F.S. Li Marine Science Laboratory



6 Life Sciences Programmes

 Biochemistry

 Biology (incl. Human Biology)

 Cell & Molecular Biology

 Environmental Science

 Food & Nutritional Sciences

 Molecular Biotechnology



Statistics on new students admitted 2012

Non-Local Other
Regions

24 (11%)

Non-Jupas Local
52 (23%)

JUPAS
 147 (66%)

2012 Ug Intake
JUPAS  S7 147

Non-JUPAS 
Local S7

52

Non-Local Other 
Regions S7

24

Total : 223



Undergraduates, 2012-13

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 or 
above Total

LSCI 223 35 0 0 258
BCHE 0 38 46 10 94
BIOL 0 42 28 17 87
CMBI 0 8 9 7 24
ENSC 0 33 24 6 63
FNSC 0 63 80 6 149
MBTE 0 7 10 5 22
Total 223 226 197 51 697



Staff Structure

Teaching Staff 49
(incl. 10 (senior) lecturers)

Technical & Admin. Staff 57

Research Staff 91
(incl. 7 postdocs)

Total 197
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Research Postgraduates, 2012-13
M.Phil. Ph.D. Total

BCHE 12 25 37

BIOL 15 45 60

ENSC 1 5 6

FNSC 1 12 13

MBTE 10 13 23

Total 39 100 139
(inside quota: 115)

Non local 
students 51.1%



Self-Financed Programme Enrollment 

2012/13 2011/12 2010/11

M.Sc. In Biochemical and 
Biomedical Sciences 63 38 55

M.Sc. In Nutrition, Food  
Science and Technology 40 46 59

Cert and Diploma Prog in 
Food & Nutritional Sciences 28 27 19

Total 131 111 133
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 To allow flexibility to students upon admission

 To explore your interests before selecting a 
major programme

 To gain a broader foundation in Life Sciences 
disciplines

Advantages of 
Broad-Based Admission



Topic

• To take a set of mostly common, fundamental 
courses in year 1. 

• To declare a major programme after 1 year of study. 
• To acquire strong academic counselling from 

orientation to graduation. 
• To prepare career in  life sciences, health and 

related fields, as well as in further postgraduate 
studies. 

• No quota is set for each of the life science programmes

Learning Experience under
Broad-Based Admission



SMART Programme
Young Scientist Mentorship And Research Training (SMART) Program 
is established in 2011 with a view to supporting early placement of 
promising students in a research environment and promoting their 
interest in scientific research.

Students who fulfill either qualifications as listed below will be awarded 
a stipend of up to HK$5,000 (based on the rate of $50/hour):
1. Upon admission :

At least 2B or 1A/1C grades in any two AL science subjects or

Point 5 in two IB science subjects

OR

2. Major GPA 3.50 or above in the first term of Yr. 1 (i.e. Total GPA

of major subjects BCHE2030 + BIOL2120 + LSCI2000 + LSCI2002)



DREAM Programme

Dedicated Research Exchange and Mentorship (DREAM) 
Programme provides a chance for our undergraduate students 
to conduct research projects overeas during the summer and 
to increase their exposure to the frontiers of life sciences 
research.  

Participants have to complete a coaching program before 
departing from HK, to learn some of the techniques related to 
their project. After returning to HK, each student will continue 
to conduct the project as his/her final year experimental 
project. In this summer, 13 students participate in the 
DREAM Programme.



Our students have plenty of Internship and 
Exchange opportunities

Law Offices of Albert 
Chan, New York



iGEM Asia 
Jamboree 2011

• Gold Medal (12/42)
• 2 of 8 prizes: 

– Best BioBrick (Natural)
– Best BioBrick Measurement Approach

• One of 18 Asian teams advanced to iGEM 
World Championship at MIT
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