
 
 

Project list of USSP2526 
 

USSP Code Supported 
Species 

Location Trip period Quota* 
(Max) 

Student tasks^ Physical 
demand  

Environment Student requirements 

Panda  
 

Giant Panda Sichuan, 
China 

10/5/2026 - 
14/6/2026 

3  Setting up infrared cameras in the wild 

 Monitoring individual giant pandas 

 Collecting feces and feeding management 

 Bamboo sample survey 

★★★★ • High altitude (1500 - 2500m) 
• Field work in dense forest 
• Limited or no phone signal 
• Limited and unstable supply of electricity 

 Good physical fitness 

 Mountain climbing experience 

 Respect the cultural habits/safety suggestions 
of local people in the scientific research area 

Cetacean I 
 

Chinese White 
Dolphin 

Guangxi, 
China 

20/12/2025 
-30/01/2026 
 

2 • Scientific research on photo identification of Chinese white dolphins 
• Using cameras to capture dorsal fin photos and other data 
• Animal behavior research 
• Data analysis 
• Filming with drone 
• Video making 

★★★ • Long time boat trip per day • No seasick 

Cetacean II Bryde's Whale Guangxi, 
China 

20/12/2025 
-30/01/2026 

4 • Whale baseline survey (including photo identification, acoustic recordings, drone imaging) 
• Whale-watching public awareness campaign: providing visitors with educational 

information about Bryde’s whales and guidelines for whale watching 
• Winter camp for students: assisting with activities such as filming 

★★ • Long time boat trip per day • No seasick 

Bird Asian 
Dowitcher, 
Eurasian 
Oystercatcher, 
Spoon-billed 
Sandpiper 

Jiangsu, 
China 

10/5/2026 - 
14/6/2026 

2 • Survey of northward-migrating waterfowl 
• Design of public birdwatching activities  
• Outreach & education programs 

★★ • Coastal wetland (Mudflat) 
• Will need to change accommodation 

• Identification skill for waterfowl 
• May need to prepare monocular telescope 

Terrest I 
 

Visayan 
Spotted Deer, 
Visayan Warty 
Pig, Negros 
Bleeding Heart 
Pigeon 

Philippines 10/5/2026 - 
14/6/2026 

4 • Camera trap setup 
• Collecting data from camera trap videos 
• Tracking animals using telemetry devices 
• Field surveys 
• Habitat assessments 
• Engaging with communities for education and feedback 

★★★ • High temperatures and occasional heavy 
rains 

• Undulating terrain and uneasy footing 
• Shared living between 3-6 other people 
• Gravity fed water from natural springs 

• Physically fit enough to walk 2-3 km per day 
in undulating terrain  

Terrest II Chinese 
Pangolin, Red 
Panda, 
Clouded 
Leopard 

Nepal 20/12/2025 
-30/01/2026 

4 • Community wildlife monitoring training  
• Camera trap surveys 
• Occupancy modeling 
• Building education outreach materials 

★★ • Has electricity but no hot water  
• Long road trip before reaching the site 
 

• Student with designing, video and graphic 
editing skill will be preferred 

• Altitude sickness may occur 

Dugong Dugong Philippines 
 

10/5/2026 - 
14/6/2026 

4 Learn about annual Simultaneous Dugong Monitoring (SDM):  
• Land-based Survey 
• Baited Remote Underwater Video System (BRUVs) 
• Seagrass Monitoring and Assessment 
 
• Community visit 

★★ • Part of time time stay in community  
• Limited freshwater supply in the 

community 
• No internet connection / signal in the 

community 

• Need hiking to research sites 
• Able to swim and comfortable in water 
• Basic knowledge on fieldwork and community 

living 
• No seasick  

Seal Spotted Seal Liaoning, 
China 

20/12/2025 
-30/01/2026 

2 • Collect distribution data, environmental data, activity pattern data, and climate change-
related data for the spotted seal 

• Use ecological niche models (e.g., MaxEnt) in combination with Geographic Information 
System (GIS) to construct the ecological niche model of the spotted seal, and analyze the 
current and future habitat suitability 

• Field surveys and tagging of spotted seals 
• Public outreach 

★★★★ • Long time field work on the boat (3-7 
days) 

• Stay overnight on the boat 
• No wifi signal 
• Freezing temperature 
• Share room with others 

• No seasick / carsick 
• Long time field work experience / experience 

in working on boat will be preferred 

DNA 
 

Marine species 
 

Malaysia 10/5/2026 - 
14/6/2026 

4 • Extracting DNA from environmental or wildlife tissue samples (soils, air, sea horses, sea 
cucumbers or fish samples) 

• Conduct post-hoc sequencing data analysis learning to use Linux, Python and R 

★ • Mainly laboratory works 
• Field works and sample collection (TBC) 

• Interested in laboratory works 
• Basic computer literacy 

 
Remarks: * Quota for each project is limited but would not affect whether students would get into the programme. The assessment is based on the performance of the application and interview only. 

^ Actual tasks may vary subject to weather and research team's arrangements. 

 


